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EDUCATION 

Ph.D.  Biochemistry and Molecular Biology - Shanghai Institutes for Biological Sciences, Chinese 

Academy of Sciences, Shanghai, China (2004 - 2009) 

 Advisor: Yong Liu 

B.S.   Biology - Wuhan University, Wuhan, China (2000 - 2004)  

Advisor: Xiangdong Chen 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Postdoctoral fellow, Children’s Research Institute (2011 - present) 

UT Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX 

Mentor: Ralph J. DeBerardinis 

 Investigated the metabolic adaptation of anchorage-independent cell growth 

 Discovered mitochondrial citrate uptake in cancer cells 

 Characterized NADPH transportation from cytosol into mitochondria 

 Managed and mentored PhD graduate students and research technicians 

 

Postdoctoral fellow, Simmons Cancer Center (2009 - 2011) 

UT Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX 

Mentor: David A. Boothman 

 Examined metabolic reprogramming during TGF-beta-induced epithelial to mesenchymal 

transition (EMT) in lung cancer cells 

 Identified fatty acid synthase as the potential target of TGF-beta 

 

Graduate Student, Institute for Nutritional Sciences (2004 - 2009) 

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai, China 

Mentor: Yong Liu 

 Discovered that tyrosine-dependent and -independent signaling pathways of the leptin receptor 

(Ob-Rb) are crucial for metabolic homeostasis in mice 

 Defined the metabolic function of hepatic ATP citrate lyase (ACL) in genetic and diet-induced obese 

mice models 
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 Cytosolic reductive carboxylation is required for mitochondrial redox homeostasis during 
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HONORS 

Travel Award for Poster Presentation, UTSW, Dallas, TX, USA 2015 

Chinese Academy of Sciences Dean Award, China 2009 

Unilever Scholarship, China 2009 

Merit student, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 2007-2008 

First prize for graduate student thesis, Institute for Nutritional Sciences, SIBS, CAS, China 2008 

 

  

 


